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In This ISSUE

Ginny Rusnell, Supervisor of the 
Drury Children’s Program at the Bob 
Rumball Associations for the Deaf in 
Milton shares her experience of the 
Dreams Take Flight program which 
took a group of boys from her program 
on a trip of a lifetime.

We didn’t tell the boys that they 
had been given this opportunity 
until the Monday before we left. 
That Wednesday, all four boys 
were wakened at 3:00 am for a 4:
00 am departure for the Toronto 
airport. When I arrived at the 
group home the boys were already 
bouncing off the walls with 
excitement.

We arrived at the maintenance 
hanger where the departure party 
was to take place. The place was 
packed with many other children 
anxious to fly to Disney. There 
was a huge stage set up, which 
featured a number of performers 

including the Toronto Agro 
Cheerleaders and Ultimate Fighting 
Champions. O.P.P. Officers were in 
the hanger with their motorcycles 
and cruisers as well. But the 
highlight of the departure party for 
the boys was meeting the famous 
NHL star, Doug Gilmour. 

After we checked in, each of the 
boys received a t-shirt, hats and 
a backpack full of other goodies 
including a camera, sunglasses, and 
an autograph book. Then, at 7:00 
am, it was time to board the plane. 
We were greeted by flight attendants 
dressed in Disney outfits, serving 
food. Despite the early morning 
wake up, the boys didn’t sleep at all 
on the plane! I’m not surprised; after 
all, this was the first time any of the 
boys had been on a plane.

We landed in Orlando, Florida 
around 11:00 am and boarded a bus 
heading for Disney World. When 
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LEARN AMERICAN 
SIGN LANGUAGE!

asl
Open to the public. Classes 
in ASL using the Signing 
Naturally curriculum are 
being offered in several of 
our locations.

In Toronto contact: 
Lisa Faria at 
sls@bobrumball.org 
Tel: (416) 449-9651 ext. 137

In Milton contact: 
Steve Hyman at 
shyman@bobrumball.org 
Tel: (905) 878-4932
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In the fall of 2007 we celebrated the 
Rev Bob Rumball 50 plus years of 
service to the Deaf community.  It 
was a chance to reflect back on the 
countless accomplishments but it also 
gave us the opportunity to look forward 
and to plan for whatever challenges 
may face us.  Over these past 50 
years our facilities have changed our 
programs have changed and flourished 
and we have seen the people that we 
serve thrive in the environments that 
have been created for them.  What 
has not changed is the entrenched 
philosophy of Reverend Rumball of 
service to others before self.

Those first 50 years are well worth 
celebrating.  We look forward to the 
next 50 as we continue to make a 
difference in the lives of the people we 
serve.

Derek Rumball
Executive Director

we arrived at Disney we were greeted by yet another volunteer. His 
job was to take us around and show us the sights. The boys were in 
high gear now. 

The first thing we had to have was a picture of the group taken in 
the famous Rose Garden with Walter Gretzky, Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse. Then it was off to the rides, starting with Space Mountain. 
The most enjoyable ride that the boys went on several times was 
the Water Log ride.

Then we went to magnificent 3D shows that were perfect for our 
Deaf boys. Not only were the visual aspects spectacular, but the 
shows touched the sense of smell and feeling as wind went through 
our hair and sprinkles of rain touched us. The boys were amazed.

When the day came to an end, we had an all-American dinner of 
foot-long hot dogs, fries and soda. The boys were each given 35 US$ 
to by a souvenir with, but they had a hard time deciding what to 
buy. In the end they bought T-shirts, games, key chains and mugs.

The grand finale of the day was the fireworks. The boys didn’t 
move at all during the whole thirty minute show. 

When we finally boarded the flight home at 11:00 pm, the boys 
were exhausted. However, they managed to stay awake for most of 
the flight due to the games and food we were offered. We arrived in 
Toronto at 2:00 am., where the boys were given one final treat: a bag 
full of Disney goodies. 

Bob Rumball Associations for the Deaf provides a variety of care 
and support to Deaf children and adults with a variety of needs 
including troubled youth, developmentally delayed and Deaf 
plus individuals, youth and adults with behavioural, emotional 
or psychiatric problems, young offenders and dually diagnosed 
individuals. 

TOURS
If you would like a tour of one 
of our facilities, we would be 
delighted to show you around. 
Please contact Suzanne Prosser at 
(416) 449-9651 to arrange for your 
visit. 

Continued from page 1 - Dreams Take Flight
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THE RUMBALL GALA  

One Man’s Dream... One Man’s Passion... One Man’s Legacy was 
celebrated at the Toronto Centre for the Arts on November 21, 
2007. 

The Honourable David Onley, Lt. Governor of Ontario joined four 
hundred friends, family and associates to pay tribute to Reverend 
Rumball’s accomplishments.

A foyer lined with picture boards and a video biography provided 
the life story of “The Rev”, his family and the development of the 
Rumball organization. 

Frances Gregory recounted Reverend Rumball’s immersion 
into the deaf community beginning with his first sermon at the 
Wellesley St. church. This was a unique opportunity for many in 
the audience as her story unfolded before their eyes in ASL and 
was voiced through an interpreter. 

Other speakers shared personal experiences of “The Rev’s” Argo 
days, his affiliation with the Toronto Police Association and 
other organizations he worked closely with. Francis Gregory, 
Don Durno, John Potts, Alistair Fraser, and the Honourable Bill 
Davis were acknowledged for their special contributions to the 
organization.

Derek Rumball paid a special tribute to his father and mother for 
their tireless efforts in serving the needs and defending the rights 
of the Deaf. Lisa Faria and Jack Racanelli interpreted the music of 
Canadian artist Rik Emmett as he provided entertainment for the 
evening. Congratulations to raffle winners: Chris Boswell, Jennifer 
Pilon, Elisha Watts and Pat Barnett.

HAPPY HANDS PRESCHOOL

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN

Spaces are now available for children 
ages 2 1⁄2 to 5 who are Deaf, hard-
of-hearing or hearing with a deaf 
family member, or have special needs. 
Limited spaces are also available for 
hearing children from the community.

Contact Kim Reid at 
(416) 449-8859 TTY

Or through Bell Relay at 
1 800 855-0511

Or email kreid@bobrumball.org

Tips for Communicating with 
Deaf or Hearing Impaired people:

Not all people with hearing 
impairments use the same methods 
of communication. Some have oral 
training and may lip-read. Others 
may use sign language, and some 
may request that you write notes 
to them. Find out as best you can 
what way the individual you wish 
to communicate with prefers and 
be patient. If you are dealing with 
someone who lip-reads, consider the 
following:

· Can the hearing impaired person 
can see you? Position yourself 
about 4 to 6 feet away if possible.

· Avoid covering your mouth or 
turning away while talking.

· Speak at a normal speed, and do 
not shout.

· Reduce background or competing 
noise. 

· Rephrase your statement using 
different words if you aren’t 
understood at first. Some words 
are hard to read on the lips.

· Relax and enjoy connecting with 
someone new!



The Bob Rumball Foundation for the Deafpg. 4 The Bob Rumball Foundation for the Deaf pg. 5

VOLUNTEERS   
           NEEDED
The Bob Rumball Organizations 
depend on the generous gift 
of time our many volunteers 
provide. If you would like to 
become a member of our team 
at one of our locations please 
contact the appropriate co-
ordinator .

For BRCD in Toronto contact: 
Michelle Grossman, 
Co-ordinator of Volunteers Tel: 

(416) 449-9651, Ext. 156 
 email: 

mgrossman@bobrumball.org
 
For BRAD in Milton contact: 

Jayne Leang, 
Executive Assistant  

      Tel: 905-878-4932 Ext. 201, 
email: jleang@bobrumball.org

For BRHD in Barrie contact
Gail Gibson, 
Programs Assistant  

      Tel: (705) 719-6700 ext 314, 
 email: 

ggibson@bobrumball.org

Join us at Glen Cedars Golf Club 
on September 11th for the Big D’s 
Bob Rumball Invitational. This 
event brings much needed funds 
to help us send deaf children to 
camp. 

The Bob Rumball Camp for 
the Deaf offers a summer 
camp experience that children 
remember for a lifetime. They are 
able to escape the city, get in touch 
with nature, make new friends 
and have a taste of independence 
apart from their families. This 
past summer we fully or partially 
supported 510 campers, 75 
special needs campers and 30 
campers that require a one-on-
one worker. Events such as our 

FOUNDATION 

golf tournament and donations 
from individuals ensure that 
we are able to offer this special 
experience to everyone who wants 
to come, regardless of their ability 
to pay.

It isn’t often that life coach and 
inspirational speaker Bob Proctor 
is in Toronto. Mr. Proctor was 
featured in Oprah’s “The Secret”, 
and is known world-wide for 
his work. Keep an eye out in 
upcoming issues and on our 
web site for the date when he 
will be speaking at a very special 
event in support of the Bob 
Rumball Foundation. For more 
information visit our website at 
www.bobrumball.org.

UPCOMING 

The Bob Rumball Centre for the 
Deaf joined the city of Toronto’s 
Doors Open event this year. 
Around 700 people stopped by to 
tour our facilities, take mini-sign 
language lessons and learn about 
deaf-blindness. It was a great 
opportunity to let people know 
about our programs and services. 
Many people commented on how 
much we had to offer.

The Centre offers a variety of 
services, from preschool and 
early years programs, to adult 
education and day programs to 
residential programs for Deaf Plus 
adults, and supportive housing 
for Deaf seniors and much more.

The Centre is also building a large 
Sun room beside the dining area 
on the main floor. This will allow 
space for more meetings and 
classes. We really need the extra 
space with many of our programs 
growing! We have been working 
hard to raise the funds we need, 
but we still need more to complete 
the renovation.

The Foundation held a Night 
at the Races event on June 7th 

at Georgian Downs in Innisfil, 
Ontario. This event was a benefit 
for the Bob Rumball Home for 
the Deaf, in order to raise money 
to buy a wheelchair-accessible 
van. It was a successful evening 
with everyone having a great 
time, and we raised nearly $15,000 
(gross) toward our goal. So far 
we have raised $27,000 in total 
toward the purchase of the van, 
but specialty vehicles are very 
expensive, so we still need more. 

The Bob Rumball Home for 
the Deaf in Barrie is a long-
term care facility which offers 
a unique environment and 
services specially designed for 
Deaf individuals and those with 
additional special needs. 

http://www.bobrumball.org/
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The Bob Rumball Foundation for the Deaf would like to acknowledge 
the following organizations for their kind support in 2007-08.

FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

RECOGNIZING OUR GENEROUS
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 Bob Rumball Foundation for the Deaf
2395 Bayview Avenue
Toronto, Ontario, M2L 1A2

 Tel: 416 449-9651 (voice)
 TTY: 416 449-2728
 FAX: 416 449-8881
 e-mail: fundraising@bobrumball.org 
 
 Charitable BN: 892423740 RR0001
 www.bobrumball.org

Gifts over $10 will be receipted.
   Please do not share my name with other organizations.

2395 Bayview Avenue, Toronto , Ontario M2L 1A2 
(416) 449-9651 (voice) (416) 449-2728 (TTY) 
(416) 449-8881 (Fax) Email: fundraising@bobrumball.org 
Website: www.bobrumball.org 
Charitable Registration Number 892423740RR0001

Give a “Helping Hand”
Honour a friend or family memberôs anniversary, birthday, 
graduation, marriage or other special occasion.

For a donation of $25 or more to the Bob Rumball Foundation, we 
will send a Helping Hand card with your name and a brief message 
to your designated honoree.

Your Helping Hand will honour both the Bob Rumball Foundation 
and the recipient!

Card Recipient’s Name: ________________________________
Address: ________________________ City: __________ 
Province: _____________ Postal Code: __________
Brief Message:

FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS
Name: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________
City: __________ Province: _____________ 
Postal Code: __________

Here is my gift of:
       $30         $50         $100        other  $

      I have enclosed a cheque payable to:
The Bob Rumball Foundation for the Deaf, or

     Please charge my:

Card No.: _________________________________

Expiry Date: _______________________________

Signature: _________________________________

Home Ph.: _____________ Work Ph.: __________


